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THE COLUMBUS CONVENTION 

The regular annual Convention of the Society of the Sigma Xi 
will be held in Columbus, Ohio, on Tuesday, December 28, 1915. 
Delegates will assemble in Page Hall at 4 :00 p. m. for the busi- 
ness session at which appropriate and legal business will be 
transacted as provided in the Constitution. The annual dinner 
will be served at 6 :30 the same evening in the Ohio Union. All 
members of the Society will be welcomed at the dinner which is 
informal. Official notices regarding the Society and the Conven- 
tion will be posted at the Headquarters of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science and communications for 
the officers of the Society may be sent in care of the Association. 
Reservations for the Sigma Xi dinner should be made as early as 
possible and lists will be left for signature at the Headquarters. 
Places may also be reserved by mail in case members do not plan 
to arrive until late. 



It is important that every chapter take account of its privileges 
and duties in connection with the annual Convention. The new 
Constitution lays upon this Convention greater responsibilities and 
also far greater powers than any has ever enjoyed before. Charters 
are granted by a three-fourths vote of the convention. Honorary 
members may be chosen by a three-fourths vote of the delegates 
present at any convention. Officers shall be elected at conventions. 
This year the only election — save in the event of vacancy occurring 
by death or resignation — is that of a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee to serve five years. The convention has power to lay assess- 
ments on chapters, approve or disapprove by-laws formulated by 
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chapters, amend the Constitution subject only to the condition that 
the amendment was proposed at the previous Convention. Several 
amendments are pending this year, having been proposed at the 
Philadelphia Convention and laid over under this rule. These were 
printed in the Quarterly for March, 1915, pages 8 and 9. 

In the past the Society has suffered because some chapters were 
too careless or indifferent to appoint delegates and under the old 
rule which required representation of three-fourths of the chapters 
to make a quorum it often happened that those delegates who had 
come at some sacrifice of time and other duties found themselves 
powerless to enact any legislation. This condition has been changed. 
The new Constitution provides in Article VIII, Section 3. 

QUORUM — The delegates from the chapters in good standing 
in the Society, present at a duly called meeting, shall constitute a 
quorum at a convention. 

Consequently if your chapter does not name any delegates, it will 
have no share in deciding the important matters sure to come up for 
consideration at the meeting. Chapters should notice the provision 
that its delegates vote as a unit on most questions and that they 
may be "resident or non-resident members." Indeed "in case any 
chapter shall be unable to send its own members, it may appoint 
members of any other chapter as its representatives." Those chap- 
ters which send delegates well versed in the history of the Society 
and vigorous in defense of its highest ideals will do much to spread 
their influence and further its development. Those chapters which 
ignore or neglect the privilege will merely deprive themselves of a 
part in shaping its history. 



OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SIGMA XI 
Since the founding of Sigma Xi nearly thirty years ago, there 
have been great changes in the scientific world. Then, the re- 
wards of the investigator were few. His own innate curiosity to- 
gether with the personal satisfaction which he felt in having sought 
for and found "the truth" spurred him on to further search. Then 
came Sigma Xi, which gave him some tangible, if not pecuniary 
recognition. The Society performed a great service. 

But how different are conditions today ! The whole world recog- 
nizes its debt to the scientist. The young college graduate in science 
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need no longer look forward to teaching as the only profession open 
to him. The industrial world awaits his coming. His rewards 
are many. 

Under these changed conditions, new opportunities and responsi- 
bilities loom up before Sigma Xi. Our first duty should be to recog- 
nize what those responsibilities are, and then having found our 
problems, we should take steps to extend our activities commensur- 
ate with our enlarged duties and opportunities. 

The article in this number on Sigma Xi and Industrial Research 
by Dr. H. E. Ives indicates to us in a very forceful manner, one 
of the directions in which Sigma Xi can be of increased usefulness. 

F. K. R. 



A Uniform Stationery 

The growth and development of Sigma Xi has resulted in in- 
creased correspondence between the various chapter and society 
officers, and with the general public. There are various reasons 
why, in this correspondence, an official and distinctive stationery 
would prove advantageous. If a sufficient number of chapters were 
to indicate a desire to cooperate in this matter, arrangements could 
doubtless be made to provide such supplies through some dealer at 
a reasonable cost. 



